
LOVING PEOPLE IN YOUR BIGGER CIRCLE

“The problem with the world is 
that we draw the circle of our 
family too small.” 

Mother Teresa





9 But you are not like that, 

…. for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, 
God’s very own possession. 

As a result, …

…. you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of 
the darkness into his wonderful light.

1 Peter 2:9 - New Living Translation 



10 “Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people.

Once you received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.” 

1 Peter 2:10 – New Living Translation



11 Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to 
keep away from worldly desires that wage war against your very souls. 

1 Peter 2:11 – New Living Translation 



12 Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then 
even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable 
behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world.

1 Peter 2:12 – New Living Translation



Pastor Les Fails:

Characters in the 
Story:

-Mr. Angry

-Mr. Stubborn

-Mr. Nice



KEY TRUTH:

•Loving people far away is easy, it’s theoretical.

•Loving people near us? 

•Ah, there’s the rub, the irritation, the chafing!!

•Any person near us is our neighbor, whom we 

are commanded to love. 



The Apostle Paul wrote :

8 Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. 
If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. 

Romans 13:8  - New Living Translation



9 For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must 
not murder. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other 
such commandments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to others, so love 
fulfills the requirements of God’s law.

Romans 8:9-10 – New Living Translation



MARCY TO WANDA TO SUSAN TO WALT…..

• What happens, when we draw a bigger 
circle:

•Marcy loves Jesus and remarries husband # 1

•Wanda loves Jesus and is baptized

•Susan matures in Jesus and is baptized and dies 
unexpectedly 

•Walt loves Jesus and is baptized under Hospice 
Care. 



KEY TRUTH REPEATED:

•Loving people far away is easy, it’s theoretical.

•Loving people near us? 

•Ah, there’s the rub, the irritation, the chafing!!

•Any person near us is our neighbor, whom we 

are commanded to love. 



PRACTICAL COACHING - # 1

•Bigger Circles call for us to love new people 
according to their culture and identity.

•GUESS: WHO MAKES MOST OF THE 
INTENTIONAL CULTURE ADJUSTMENTS



PRACTICAL COACHING # 2

•Bigger Circles must be hospitable places of 
shared lives, homes and values. 

•GUESS: WHO SACRIFICES TO SHARE?



PRACTICAL COACHING # 3

•Bigger Circles incubate faith in Jesus. 

• Hospitality nourishes faith development 
via an environment of deeper conversations. 

•GUESS: WHO PRAYS MUCH AND LISTENS 
MORE?



PRACTICAL COACHING # 4

•Bigger Circles provide for essential ongoing 
conversations. Why? 

•We are inviting people to a deep followership of 
Jesus, which requires a complete Paradigm 
Shift of their worldview.

•GUESS: WHO COMMITS TO BE THERE FOR THE 
LOOOOOONG HAUL?  



PRACTICAL COACHING # 5

AUTHENTICITY IS REQUIRED, NOT PERFECTION.

THEY WILL ASK: “DOES CHRISTIANITY WORK? 
DOES IT HELP ME LIVE, LOVE AND COPE?”

GUESS: WHO WILL BE BEING SCRUTINIZED?



FROM “W.H.” TO HORATIO TO FRANK….

• In 1913, the W. H. Ogdens move by horse 
drawn wagon from Portland to Gresham. 

•An Aladdin Lamp became the providential tool 
in God’s ‘tool box’ to build a bridge to them, to 
bring them into the Kingdom of God, and to 
bless the world. 



THAT ALADDIN LAMP SYMBOLIZED …

•The open HEART of Mr. and Mrs. Cathey.

•The open HEARTH of their home and 

•The DRAWING of a BIGGER CIRCLE of love.

•What could become the symbol of your 
household which could say: 

•“We are open, Lord, Help us draw a bigger 
Circle of Love.”


